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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 2-12, 15, and 23, drawn to a method, computer program product, 
and system for providing communications services, classified in class 705, subclass 35. 

II. Claims 13-14 and 16-22, drawn to a method, computer program product, 
and system for providing communications services, classified in class 705, subclass 1 . 

Invention I (2-12, 15, and 23) has separate utility such as, 

sending a request for communications service, the request for communications 
service originating from a user's client device, the request for communications service 
communicating via a communications network to a service provider; 

linearly predicting whether the user will pay on-time and in-full for the requested 
communications service based on a determination whether the user timely paid in-full 
for previous communications services; 

if a determination is made that the user will pay on-time and in-full for the 
requested communications service, then negotiating, at the user's client device, with 
other service providers of other communications networks to fulfill the request for 
communications service; 

accessing a segmentation profile containing user preferences for presenting 
billing charges from the other service providers of the other communications networks; 
and 
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if a determination is made that the user will not pay on-time and in-full for the 
requested communications service, then declining to fulfill the request for the 
communications service. 

Invention II (13-14 and 16-22) has separate utility such as, 
receiving a request for communications service, the request for communications 
service originating from a client communications device associated with a user, the 
request for communications service communicated via a communications network to a 
service provider; 

negotiating, at the user's client device, with other service providers of other 
communications networks to fulfill the request for communications service; 
receiving a data stream to fulfill the request; 

recursively segmenting the data stream into segments, such that a characteristic 
of a preceding segment determines how a current segment is segmented; 

when a processing service is required, then grouping together individual packets 
of data as a new segment, each of the individual packets in the new segment requiring 
the processing service; 

dispersing the new segment via a network to receive the processing service; 
receiving a result of the processing service; 

assembling formatted data comprising the result of the processing service and at 
least one of the recursively segmented segments; and 

communicating the formatted data to fulfill the request for communications 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,892 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3628 

service. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II have different steps and effects. Inventions I and II are unrelated. 
Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use 
together and they have different modes of operation, different functions, or different 
effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different inventions I 
and II have different modes or operation and functions. Invention I is concerned with 
fulfilling a request for communication services after predicting a user's ability to pay for 
the service. Invention II is concerned with fulfilling a request for communication 
services by way of segmenting data streams, processing and formatting the data prior 
to fulfilling the request. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Tuesday and Thursday- 
Friday, 7:00 AM -3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. A. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3628 
4/10/08 



/JOHN W HAYES/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3628 



